
 

Romantic Poetry Jigsaw:  
Guided Questions 

 
Group #1: “My Heart Leaps Up” and “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” 

“My Heart…” 
1. What does the rainbow symbolize to the speaker? 
2. What aspect of nature does the speaker highlight in lines 3-5? 
3. In the seemingly paradoxical statement, “The Child is the father of the Man”, Wordsworth explores the 

relationship between childhood and adulthood. What is he attempting to convey about childhood and 
adulthood? 

4. What “natural piety” might Wordsworth be referring to? 
5. What is the speaker’s overall attitude toward nature? Make sure you can support your response with 

evidence from the poem. 
 

“Cloud” 
1. Based on the poem, what can be inferred about the speaker’s view of man’s solitude? His view of man’s 

connection/relationship to nature? 
2. What primary device is used to characterize the daffodils in the poem? Why might Wordsworth choose this 

device? How does his choice enhance the meaning of the poem?  
3. What other literary elements do you notice? What is their effect? 
4. The daffodils ultimately take on a symbolic meaning in the poem? What do they seem to represent? How is 

this supported in the poem? 
5. What is a thematic message/lesson that can be derived from the poem? 

 
Group #2: “Tintern Abbey” excerpt 

1. What details in the title help to contextualize the poem? What is important to understand prior to reading? 
2. According to the speaker, how has Tintern Abbey influenced him, even in his absence? (see 1st stanza) 
3. According to the speaker (in the last 3 lines of the first stanza), why is introspection/reflection important? 

What is the connection of this argument to Tintern Abbey? 
4. How does the speaker characterize the world away from Tintern Abbey? Find 2-3 supporting examples. 
5. In lines 40-44, what metaphor does the speaker employ? What point is he attempting to make with this 

metaphor? 
6. The speaker explores the relationship between youth and age. How does he characterize his youth? How 

has his view of nature changed as he has aged? (find evidence to support) 
7. What figurative language does the speaker use in the final ~5 lines of the excerpt? What is the effect? 
8. This poem is often cited to as the quintessential Romantic poem. Overall, how does it reflect the ideals of 

the time period?  
 
Group #3: “The Chimney Sweeper: When my mother died when I was very young” & “The 
Chimney Sweeper: A little black thing among the snow” 

“My mother died…” (from Songs of Innocence) 
1. How does the first stanza highlight the conditions of young children working as chimney sweeps?  
2. Based on the first and second stanzas, what is the speaker’s attitude toward his position/employment? How 

is this evident in his comment to Tom Dacre (a new recruit)? 
3. From whose perspective is the poem told? To whom is he speaking? Why might Blake have chosen this 

perspective? 
4. What details stand out about Tom Dacre’s “dream”? How can his dream be characterized? Do you think his 

dream compares with the reality of child chimney sweepers? 
5. What larger point do you think Blake is trying to make through the details of Tom Dacre’s dream? Whose 

perspective does Tom’s dream represent?  
 



 
“Black thing among the snow” (from Songs of Experience) 
1. How does the tone of this poem compare with the previous one? 
2. What is the effect of the color imagery/details in the first line? How does this detail help characterize the 

chimney sweeper? 
3. What might the “clothes of death” represent in the second stanza? (consider his job).  
4. How do the sweeper’s experiences in this poem contrast with the sweepers in Tom Dacre’s dream in the 

first poem? 
5. How/where is it evident that the sweeper (speaker) in this poem understands his oppression?  
6. Blake is more clearly condemnatory in this poem. What is he criticizing? Who is his criticism directed to? 

Where is this evident?  
 
Group #4: “Sonnet-To Science” 

Given the sonnet form, it might be helpful to analyze the respective quatrains. Consider the punctuation and/or units of thought that 
build or progress to his conclusion.  

1. How does the speaker characterize Science in the first quatrain (4 lines) of the poem? What literary devices 
does Poe employ to do this? Cite examples and explain their effect. 

2. From whose perspective is the poem told? What qualities are associations are made with such individuals?  
→ Make sure to note the pronouns and who they refer to 

3. What allusions (and what kind of allusions) does the speaker make? How do the allusions help him 
continue to characterize Science? 

4. The final two lines of a sonnet generally mark a shift. What shift occurs, especially in the final line? 
5. What is the overall tone of the poem? (Consider the main subject and the speaker’s attitude toward that 

subject) 
6. In this poem, Poe explores the conflict of science and myth. What larger point is he attempting to make 

about science (i.e. theme)? [→ Consider what science and myth are grounded in, respectively] 
 

 
 


